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knowing when we will resume our 
communal worship, let alone our choir 
rehearsals and musical gatherings. 
We are faced with a need to learn new 
ways to be Church and celebrate our 
faith as the Body of Christ, without 
losing our grasp on the deep truth of 
faith: that no grave can hold us, that 
Jesus is indeed risen and in our midst, 
and that the Spirit of God breathes 
in each of us and calls us to be the 
hands and feet of Christ on the earth.

Grieving the loss; 
looking to the future
We are blessed to share the wisdom 
from five amazing writers this issue, 
ministers who can acknowledge the 

truth of this moment of loss but still look 
to the future and help us re–imagine our 
work. Rory Cooney’s article “Pentecost 
and the Pandemic” drills down to the 
essentials of our call as the baptized, and 
what it means to experience the reign of 
God in our midst, wherever and however 
that may be. Kathleen DeJardin’s article 
for choir directors and Lynn Eustis’s “Ask 
a Voice Teacher” column each remind us 
of the need to balance our own self–care 
with our calling to gently minister to 
those whom we serve. Liturgist Michael 
Ruzicki goes to the liturgy documents 
and reminds us that liturgical singers 
are “essential workers” in our parish 
communities, showing how we can 
use available resources to continue 
the music of the Church’s prayer. In 

our article for the cantor ministry, 
several cantors share their experiences 
of singing to an empty church these 
weeks; readers are then invited to write 
in and share their experiences as well. 
And Alan Hommerding’s reflection on 
Psalm 104, the psalm that is almost 
synonymous with Pentecost in many 
of our hearts and minds, reminds us 
that the “renewal” we pray for may look 
very different from the mighty wind 
and tongues of fire we may hope for.

And so we sing, “Lord, send out 
your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth.” After this year, we may 
never hear it the same way again.

But we will, we must, keep singing it. •

FROM THE EDITOR continued

What are we learning?
Pentecost (May 31 this year) seems like it 
might be a more reasonable start–up time 
for us, even if for me and others it too may 
seem optimistic and premature. Suppose 
it is Pentecost when our churches discern 
(with official advice and permission) that 
it is worth the risk to cautiously gather 
again, with some precautionary measures 
in place, to worship together? What kinds 
of wisdom will we take from this season of 
fear and isolation? How is the heart of God 
with us in what feels an exile, leading us 
out of our inurement to old habits of self–
distraction from the pain of others, and 
into the freedom of the children of God?

One thing that occurs to me is, this could 
happen again. What are the outstanding 
practices we saw in parishes around 
us? How can we be better prepared 
next time not just to make liturgy 

available to “watch,” but to engage our 
congregations in the events? I know we 
will be looking at ways to do better at 
keeping the community together. We 
learned that there’s more to presence 
than live–streaming. Liturgy isn’t a 
matter just of watching; we need to 
prepare more avenues for participation. 
At the same time, we learned that 
participation, even if it’s not completely 
“full, conscious, and active,” can still 
happen. Music in Catholic Worship 
(1972) reminds us that the “words of St. 
Augustine should not be forgotten: “Do 
not allow yourselves to be offended by the 
imperfect while you strive for the perfect.”

How have we changed?
Another question I hope to ask myself 
and others at the parish: how will our 
active practical theology of Easter 

metamorphose after this large–scale 
experience of separation and shared grief? 
Is it possible to rethink the sometimes 
overdone pomposity of some of our 
Easter celebrations, and nuance them 
more as a participatory experience of the 
public execution and nearly unnoticed 
resurrection of Christ, without the 
impossibly unsustainable triumphalism?

We have come to understand the Easter 
season not as only a period of fifty days 
that parallel the planting of seed and the 
harvesting of grain, but as a ninety–day 
period with Lent as a period of lying 
fallow, awaiting the grace of growth as 
we prepare the soil of our hearts (i.e., 
our whole selves) in those days of prayer, 
almsgiving, and fasting. This whole 
ninety days hinges on baptism—baptism 
to be received as part of full initiation 
into Christ, or baptism remembered and 

IN FOCUS continued

renewed. And what is baptism? It is the 
transformation of a person into the person 
of Christ. It is the outward sign of our 
hearing the gospel and crying out that 
“Jesus is Lord,” even when we know that 
there are other claimants to that highest 
of names who are seductive, threatening, 
and even lethal. Baptism is our “yes” to 
the word of Jesus himself and to the God 
revealed by Jesus, a God who bows, a God 
for whom all creation is family, and whose 
desire is the stewardship of creation 
and love among all people, because all 
creation shares the very divine breath of 
God revealed by Christ, the Holy Spirit. 
Not surprisingly, at Pentecost it is that 

Spirit of divine love that holds the center 
stage, but holds it by empowering those 
who gather and believe to advocate 
fearlessly and with solidarity for the 
forgotten poor and the injured earth. And 
the Spirit of God holds that center place 
not through commandment and coercion 
but through invitation and service, ever 
present to the community of the church as 
it imitates the foot–washing of its Teacher.

As the Father sends 
me, so I send you
The Pentecost gospel distills it down to 
a couple of verses: “He breathed on them 
and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. As 
the Father sent me, so I send you.’” The 
Spirit’s breath gives life to the church for 
the mission given to us by God, the good 
news of reconciliation, the mission of 
inviting the world into a newly imagined 
mutuality and care through the example 
of our own communal lives. The first 
reading from Acts points us toward the 
role of the Holy Spirit in the church’s 
mission: to undo Babel. The Spirit enables 
us to understand one another again by 
teaching us a new language of love and 
invitation and equality that reverses the 

language barriers of Babel, language 
barriers that stand for borders and rivalry, 
and therefore violence. And the letter to 
the Corinthians from St. Paul, one who 
never met Jesus except in a revelation or 
vision, describes what Jesus had described 
as “the reign of God in your midst” by 
telling the backsliding but beloved 
Corinthians that they are nothing less 
than the living body of Christ, everybody, 
“Jews and Greeks, slaves and free persons” 
who are “all given to drink of one Spirit.”

But if we don’t get Pentecost, if this 
contagion drags on through the summer 
and fall, then what we need is a baptismal 
perspective, a Pentecost perspective, as 
we start over. The point will not be to get 
back to the way we were, but to find our 
way to the path that leads us out of our 
need for happy endings, sure answers, and 
being better than everybody else, toward 
a shared future of hope and unity. For all 
of us, musicians and choir, it will be a time 
for singing that “new song” we’ve sung so 
much about. It will be the time to start 
discerning that melody and measuring 
our words against our experience of God 
and grace in the pandemic. Pentecost 
may be just the ticket we need, even if 
it doesn’t happen until December. •

“ The point will not be to 
get back to the way we 
were, but to find our way 
to the path that leads us 
out of our need for happy 
endings, sure answers, 
and being better than 
everybody else . . .”
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SING A 
NEW SONG
I am deeply honored to now be part 
of The Liturgical Singer, a wonderful 
resource so capably managed and 
edited for so many years by my friend 
and colleague Mary Lynn Pleczkowski. 
This publication will continue to offer 
solid content—informational, reflective, 
and formative—to all those whose 
song shapes our liturgical worship. 

It seems appropriate that this first 
issue of the new year should focus 
around what Wendy Silhavy reminds 
us is, according to Sing to the Lord, the 
“songbook of the Liturgy”—the Psalms.

We are particularly honored to have Fr. 
J. Michael Joncas offering a clear and 
concise summary of the role psalmody 
plays in our Sunday liturgies; for those 
who wish to learn more, we invite you 
to explore the online three-part Virtual 

FROM THE EDITOR
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IN FOCUS

PSALMODY IN 
THE LITURGY
Fr. Jan Michael Joncas

Use of psalmody in Christian worship 
is such a far-reaching topic that 
approaching it in a brief article is truly 
daunting. Any adequate account would 
have to take into account how Jews have 
employed the psalms in their worship 
over the centuries, how Jesus and his first 
followers used them, as well as distinctive 
practices utilizing psalms by Eastern 
and Western Christians with their 
hundreds of rites and denominations.

This article will concentrate on the 
use of psalms in the Roman Rite, 
focusing on psalms in the Ordinary 
Form of Roman Rite Eucharist, thus 
passing over the use of psalms in other 
sacramental and devotional practices 

and in the post-Vatican II reformed 
Liturgy of the Hours. I hope this short 
introduction will encourage readers 
to make their own explorations of the 
use of psalmody in the history and 
present practices of Christian worship.

The Ordinary Form of Roman Rite 
Eucharist employs the psalms in a variety 
of ways. Here I will consider this use 
under three headings: 1) Responsorial 
Psalms; 2) Processional Psalms; 3) 
Psalm citations in liturgical texts.

The clearest distinction between the use 
of a Responsorial Psalm and Processional 
Psalms is that the former is sung for its 
own sake while no other ritual activity 
is taking place and the latter are sung 
to accompany ritual movement.

The Introduction to the second edition 
of the Lectionary for Mass (ILM) gives 
clear directives for the singing of the 

the story continues on page 3

the story continues on page 2
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Ministry Monday 
Ministry Monday is NPM’s weekly podcast about 
music, ministry, and liturgy. Ministry Monday is 
the podcast for today’s parish minister. Weekly 
episodes provide opportunities for anyone engaged 
in pastoral ministry to learn, engage, grow, 
and be renewed. Content includes interviews 
with featured guests alongside a treasure-trove 
of articles, presentations, plenum addresses, 
workshops, and recordings from NPM publications, 
conventions, and events. Check it out wherever 
you listen to podcasts, or at ministrymonday.org.
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Wednesday 
Lunchtime Concerts 
Our lunchtime concert series provides an excellent 
platform for artists to showcase their talents and 
minister to members of our association. These 
30-minute programs are an excellent break in the 
day to meet new friends or spend time with old ones. 

CURRENT & PROJECTED REACH 
•	 Average reach per concert: 1918 views

•	 Projected reach per concert: 2100 average 
views, 25% increased subscription rate to NPM’s 
YouTube channel youtube.com/npmlivestream
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convention, these 15-20 minute sessions offer 
insight into particular areas of interest to pastoral 
musicians. Past topics have included tips on coping 
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with copyright issues, and how to improve your 
posture for better vocal technique. These quick 
sessions provide great inspiration and education. 

CURRENT & PROJECTED REACH 
•	 Average reach per Thursday 

Thoughts: 904 views

•	 Projected reach per Thursday Thoughts: 
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subscription rate to NPM’s YouTube 
channel youtube.com/npmlivestream

http://youtube.com/npmlivestream
http://youtube.com/npmlivestream


SOCIAL MEDIA 

NATIONAL CONVENTION

CURRENT CHANNEL REACH: 
•	 Facebook: 38, 391

•	 Instagram: 2,654

•	 Twitter: 5,033

•	 Total combined reach: 46,078

Tuesday Takeover
24 hour access to NPM’s social media channels 
(Twitter, Instagram, Facebook)! This is an 
excellent opportunity to allow NPM followers to 
learn more about your business and products. 
Give our members a “behind the scenes” 
view such as a tour of your business, industry 
interviews, ways to use your product, etc.
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