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Dear New Member:
Welcome to the National Association of Pastoral Musicians!
You have joined the world’s most active association of people working to promote
and lead musical worship. You are now part of a vital and growing organization of
people committed to building up the community of the Church and to transforming
the world through sung worship.
Our mission is to foster the art of musical liturgy. Changing hearts through song,
NPM promotes the full, conscious, and active participation of our assemblies,
internally and externally, but especially through robust and prayerful song. Our
association also provides training and formation for musicians and clergy in their
important ministry of serving and leading communities in sung prayer.
This handbook is designed to give you information about your association so that
you can take full advantage of your membership. Please feel free to contact us at the
National Office if you have questions about your NPM membership or about the
activities of the association.

Steve Petrunak
NPM President
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The National Association of Pastoral Musicians (NPM) fosters the art of musical liturgy. The members of NPM
serve the Catholic Church in the United States as musicians, clergy, liturgists, and other leaders of prayer.
Board of Directors
The Board of Directors is NPM’s governing and policymaking body. Its five members, together with the NPM
President, set the direction for the work of the
association. The members of the Board are elected by
the NPM Council.
Ms. Anne Ketzer
Mr. Jeremy Helmes
Ms. Lena Gokelman
Sr. Kathleen Harmon, SNDdeN, Ph.D.
Ms. Meg Matuska
Mr. Steve Petrunak, NPM President

NPM Council
The NPM Council has two purposes: to elect members
to the Board of Directors and to advise and guide the
Board on the direction of the association. The Council is
composed of one representative from each division and
standing committee. It also includes a number of
representatives elected by the members of NPM by mail
ballot. Numbers after the names indicate the current
term of the member and the year that term ends.
At-Large Representatives
Mr. Chris de Silva
Ms. Jennifer Kerr Breedlove Budziak
Mr. Jaime Cortez
Dr. Rendell James
Ms. ValLimar Jansen
Ms. Jessica Koch
Ms. Mary Prete
Mr. Dan Wyatt
[Youth Representative at-large]
National Committees
Dr. Kathleen DeJardin, Certification
Mr. Preston Dibble, Publications
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(1/2020)
(2-2018)
(2-2018)
(2-2018)
(1/2020)
(1/2020)
(1-2018)
(1/2020)

(2/2018)
(1/2020)

Mr. Mark Lawson, Music Industry
(2/2018)
Ms. Jacqueline Schnittgrund and Dr. Robert Wolf,
Chapters
(2/2018)
Dr. Dolly Sokol, Finance & Development (2/2020)
Dr. James Wickman, Education
(2/2018)
Interest Sections
Ms. Edna Argüello-Hitchner, Hispanic Musicians
(2/2018)
Rev. James Wm. Bessert, Clergy
(1/2018)
Ms. Amanda Bruce, Technology
(1/2018)
Ms. Kristin Dabaghian, Organists
(1/2020)
Lowell A. Davis, Chant
(2/2020)
Mr. Nicholas Dragone, Pianists
(2/2020)
Mr.Christopher Ferraro, Pastoral Liturgy (1/2020)
Mr. Matthew Judy, Ensemble Musicians (2/2020)
Mr. Tom Kendzia, Composers
(2/2020)
Ms. Valerie Lee-Jeter, African American Musicians
(2/2020)
Ms. Maria Nieva, Asian Pacific Musicians (2/2020)
Sr. Barbara O'Neill, IHM, Musicians Serving Religious
Communities
(1/2020)
Mr. Wm. Glenn Osborne, Diocesan Directors of Music
(1/2018)
Mr. Luke Rosen, Music Education
(1/2020)
Mr. Rex Rund, Choir Directors
(1/2018)
Ms. Tammy Schnittgrund, Cantors
(1/2020)
Ms. Angela Stramaglia, Campus Ministers (2/2020)
Dr. Jeannie Downey-Vanover, Youth
(1/2020)
Ex-Officio Representatives
Bishop Mark Joseph Seitz, Episcopal Moderator
Ms. Anne A. Ketzer, Board of Directors Chair
Mr. Christopher Reilly, DMMD Division President
Mr. Peter Maher, NPM Staff Representative

The Association President and the NPM Board
members also serve on the NPM Council without a
vote.
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NPM’s National Office is at 962 Wayne Avenue, Suite 210, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-4461. The office is
open Monday to Friday (except holidays) from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM (ET). Phone: (240) 247-3000; toll free
(855)-207-0293; fax: (240) 247-3001; e-mail: npmsing@ npm.org.

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Mr. Steve Petrunak
stevep@npm.org
President Emeritus
Rev. Virgil C. Funk
OPERATIONS/EDUCATION
Chief Operating Officer & Director of Events
Mr. Peter Maher
peterm@npm.org
PUBLICATIONS
Editors
Dr. Gordon E. Truitt
npmedit@npm.org
Dr. Jill Nennmann
jill@npm.org

Assistant Editors
Ms. Andrea Schellman
MEMBERSHIP
Membership Services Director
Ms. Kathleen M. Haley
haley@npm.org
Membership Assistant
Ms. Megan Maher
megan@npm.org
ADMINISTRATION
Mail and Inventory Clerk, Receptionist
Mr. Paul P. Lagoy
npmpub@npm.org
Accountant
Mr. L. Anthony Worch III

The full text of the NPM Constitution and Bylaws is available at www.npm.org: Constitution or from the
National Office.
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NPM has local chapters in more than seventy dioceses, providing a forum where musicians, clergy, and liturgists can
gather on a regular basis for continuing education and mutual support. Chapters are organized along diocesan lines and are
formed only with the explicit permission of the local bishop or his delegate. Chapter members select their own officers
and plan the local chapter programs.
We encourage you to become a member of your local chapter and to get involved in its work. If your diocese does not
have a chapter and you are interested in helping to start one, please call or email the NPM office.
The work of local chapters is supported by the NPM Council of Chapters, a fifteen-member group drawn from the
leadership of various chapters throughout the country.

NPM’s sections serve members’ interests within the broad spectrum of pastoral music and liturgical ministries. Sections
are organized for campus ministers, cantors, choir directors, clergy, composers and text writers, diocesan directors of
music, ensemble musicians, music educators, organists, pianists, musicians serving African American communities,
Hispanic musicians, Asian Pacific musicians, youth, pastoral liturgists, musicians serving religious communities,
technology, and those interested in chant.

The Director of Music Ministries Division (DMMD) is a special division within NPM for professional, salaried directors
of music ministries working in parishes, dioceses, or other institutions. The DMMD Board of Directors coordinates the
work of the division with the assistance of several committees, including education, certification, and professional
concerns. A quarterly newsletter, Praxis, keeps members up-to-date on items of particular concern to professional
directors of music and also reports on the activities of DMMD members. DMMD also publishes a directory of its
members. Members can find additional resources on the DMMD section of the NPM website at www.npm.org: DMMD.
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Each summer brings the annual NPM convention. These conventions gather members and non-members for exciting,
challenging, and renewing days, and they have become the largest Catholic liturgical ministry gatherings in the United
States. Exhibitors of the music industry from all around the country present their best offerings of music and other
resources for liturgy.
NPM’s conventions include robust singing, festive liturgical celebrations, outstanding musical performances, thoughtprovoking ideas, and enriching exchanges among members. Plenum sessions, convention institutes, workshops, and other
events offer members new ways of carrying out their ministry, musical enrichment, suggestions for improvement,
motivation for change, and a healthy burst of energy to continue the work of fostering the art of musical liturgy.
NPM members receive a substantial discount on registration for the annual conventions. Discounts are also available to
youth members, to NPM chapter groups, and to clergy and musicians coming from the same member parish.

In keeping with its goal of fostering the art of musical liturgy, NPM offers special focus institutes. These programs
provide the opportunity to develop and improve musical skills, learn new repertoire, gain deeper understandings of
Scripture and liturgy, and share experiences and insights with individuals who have similar pastoral interests and
concerns.
NPM institutes are scheduled at locations throughout the country and offer training at all levels of expertise, from basic to
advanced. Each program is staffed by top-notch clinicians in music, liturgy, and Scripture. Some programs last for five
full days (including the highly popular annual Guitar and Ensemble Institute), allowing for an intensive learning
experience. NPM also offers multiple-day institutes at conventions as well as one-day seminars on particular topics.
Over the years, NPM institutes have included programs for cantors, guitarists, choir directors, organists, directors of
children’s choirs, directors of handbell choirs, pianists, and music educators, as well as programs in pastoral liturgy and
other topics of interest to musicians, clergy, and other worship leaders.
Institutes are available to members and non-members, although NPM members receive a substantial discount on their
registration.

NPM sponsors several different levels of certification for pastoral musicians. Professional directors of music ministries
may apply for DMMD Certification. Applicants apply for the Certified Director of Music Ministries (CDMM)
certification after demonstrating competence according to the National Standards for Lay Ecclesial Ministers, including
the specialized competencies for directors of music ministries. These standards and the procedures for awarding the
CDMM designation have been approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Commission on
Certification and Accreditation.
In addition to the CDMM certification, organists may pursue the Service Playing or Colleague Certificates (sponsored
jointly with the American Guild of Organists) or the NPM Basic Organ Certificate. Cantors may pursue the Basic,
Intermediate or Cantor Colleague Certificates. Visit www.npm.org to learn more about the certificates offered by NPM.
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NPM’s outstanding journal, published five times a year (November, January, March, May, and September) is a respected
professional resource that serves our members and others interested in liturgy and music. Pastoral Music offers its readers
helpful articles, reviews, notes, and updates in each issue.
Any company interested in advertising in Pastoral Music can obtain the most updated pricing information by contacting
Dr. Jill Nennmann at jill@npm.org.

All NPM members receive Pastoral Music Notebook (usually twice each month). This online newsletter keeps them
aware of developments in the world of liturgy and music and also in areas of special interest to the various sections of the
association. NPM also publishes the newsletter Praxis for the members of its DMMD division.
In addition, NPM produces The Liturgical Singer, a newsletter published four times per year for cantors and choir
members. Contact haley@npm.org for subscription rates or check the NPM website: www.npm.org. Finally, NPM
distributes a reflection on the prescribed Lectionary readings for the upcoming Sunday liturgy or major feast or solemnity
called Sunday Word that is crafted by various NPM members.

NPM Publications published books and manuals in past years with ideas and practical applications for pastoral musicians,
liturgists, and employers. Our publications have included a guide to employment issues, including job descriptions and
contracts; a statement on qualifications for directors of music ministries; a workbook on work and remuneration; study
guides to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal and Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship; and even a
cookbook! In future years, we will use this publication resource as needed to provide helpful materials to our members.
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As a member of NPM, you belong to a network of more than 5,000 musicians, clergy, and others committed to fostering
the art of musical liturgy. When we gather at conventions, chapter meetings, schools, institutes, or seminars, we benefit
from the mutual support that comes with membership in our association.

NPM’s honored journal, Pastoral Music, is sent to members five times each year. The magazine is packed with articles
that enrich the ministry of pastoral musicians and clergy, along with news features, commentaries, reviews, and
announcements of coming events.

Twice each month (usually) our members receive the e-newsletter Pastoral Music Notebook, which contains news about
members, chapters, and various groups in the association.

Each week, members receive a reflection on the Lectionary readings for the upcoming Sunday, directed to the ministry we
share, and a prayer to assist them in their work and their preparation for the Sunday liturgy. A similar service is offered
for major feasts and solemnities.

NPM provides Hotline as an online service to members seeking employment and to parishes seeking staff. Hotline also
carries notices of church music supplies or products for sale, such as hymnals. Ads are limited to 100 words each, and
each listing may be posted on the web page—www.npm. org—for a period of two months ($75 for members/$100 for
non-members). Email jill@npm.org for more info.

NPM members receive discounts on registration fees for our annual conventions and for NPM institutes. Assistance to
pastoral musicians with limited financial resources is available through the NPM Program Scholarship Fund.

Check out NPM’s website at www.npm.org. The NPM website provides information on upcoming conventions and
institutes, interesting articles and other resources, and links to other sites. In addition, our website offers our members a
password protected section that provides an extensive digital program, offering podcasts and videos on practical liturgical
music skills and academic content on Scripture, liturgy, ministry, pastoral music, and much more. Planning ideas for
Sundays and major feasts and choral anthem suggestions are also available to our members. Our web page is a secure site,
so that you can register for NPM events online by using a credit card.
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Connect through NPM’s page on this popular online networking site to find out what members and friends are thinking
and doing. Sign on and look for NPM or National Association of Pastoral Musicians. Look for other social media
offerings Twitter (@NPMnational) and Instagram, and social media within many of our interest sections and NPM’s
annual convention.

NPM offers academic scholarships each year for members pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies. Some of
the scholarship funds are provided by NPM members through their offerings at Eucharistic celebrations during
NPM conventions. Other scholarships are sponsored by various groups, families, companies, or foundations.
Academic scholarships are available to NPM members only, with applications generally received in the winter
to be awarded at the summer conventions.
In addition to academic scholarships, NPM provides program scholarships for economically disadvantaged
parishes and individuals to assist with registration fees at NPM conventions and institutes. These scholarships
are made possible through the generosity of NPM members by their donations to the Lenten Scholarship
Appeal.
Information on both academic and program scholarships is available at www.npm.org.
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NPM Parish Group Membership is available for any number of people from the same parish. Every person
listed on a parish membership receives all member benefits, including subscriptions to Pastoral Music, access
to Pastoral Music Notebook, Sunday Word, and the premium content section of the website. In addition, all
parishioners from a parish that has a group membership (even if they are not listed among the group members)
may receive the member rate for NPM institutes, workshops, and conventions. While individuals from the
parish receive the member benefits, the membership itself belongs to the parish.
NPM Individual Membership includes all member benefits, including a subscription to Pastoral Music,
access to Pastoral Music Notebook, Sunday Word, and the premium content section of the website. The member
discount for NPM institutes, workshops, and conventions, however, applies only to the member and cannot be
transferred or shared.
NPM Youth Membership is for youth and young adults in liturgical and musical leadership positions and for
those who want to assume such ministerial roles. NPM youth membership is open to anyone twenty-one years
of age and younger or currently enrolled full-time in an undergraduate program of study. Benefits are equivalent
to individual membership, including a subscription to Pastoral Music and access to Pastoral Music Notebook,
Sunday Word, and the premium content section of the website. Benefits also include member discounts for
institutes and conventions.
NPM Senior/Retired Membership, available to retired persons who are sixty-five or older, provides full
member benefits as well as the opportunity to stay connected to the ministry of pastoral musicians.

National Association of Pastoral Musicians
962 Wayne Avenue, Suite 210
Silver Spring, MD 20910-4461
Phone: (240) 247-3000
Toll free: (855) 207-0293
Fax: (240) 247-3001
E-mail: NPMSING@npm.org
Web: www.npm.org
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